THREE KIDS MINE CLEANUP. DEVELOPMENT ON TRACK LASVEGAS: ' SUN

LAS VEGAS

REVIEW-]

IN TODAY'S EDITION: Players on the Raiders’ practice squad work as hard as anyone, without the

reward of playing on Sundays. They reflect the team's culture under interim coach Antonio Pierce.
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NEVADA & THE WEST
M The Veterans Day Parade
featured large Junior ROTC
groups. 1B

WASHINGTON REPORT
B President Joe Biden marked
Veterans Day at Arlington
National Cemetery. 4A

BUSINESS
M Enterprise’s residential and
commercial spaces boom. 12E

SPORTS

W The Golden Knights are off to
a hot start, similar to how the
team began last season. 1C

W With each victory under
first-year coach Barry Odom,
UNLV is rewriting the football
program’s history. 1C

LIVE WELL

M Dietitians dish on the best
energy-bhoosting foods for
older people. 1F

NATION

B Nonprofits are making
progress helping homeless
veterans. 2A

M Virginia Democrats
nominated the state’s first
Black House speaker. 8A

B A weight-loss drug reduced
the risk of heart problems,
according to a study. 8A

WORLD

M People around the globe
remembered the losses of
World War 1. 14A

B Pope Francis removed a
leading Texas bishop. 14A

W Ukraine's capital was
targeted by a Russian missile.
20A

Sunny,
pleasant
7149

Puzzles 5E
Real Estate 1G

Business 12E
Classifieds 4G

Live Well 1F | Sports 1C
Lotteries 3A | Television 5G
Nation 8A | Viewpoints 1E
Nevada 1B | Weather 25A
Politics 4A | World 14A
©2023

LAS VEGAS
REVIEW-JOURNAL

Volume 119, Number 226

7 “l 585517000

03

F1 start to finish

M Locals need to be on their
toes for road closures on and
around the Strip. 16A

By Richard N. Velotta
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Things have come a long
way since May 2022 when
the Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority
first started talking about
something called the For-
mula One Las Vegas Grand
Prix.

At an LVCVA meeting,
the 14-member board

Bl Three-time world champ
Verstappen, team already
‘phenomenal’ this year. 1C

W Off-Strip resorts have own
strategies in luring guests
during F1 Grand Prix. 12E

Blzuayehu Tesfaye Las Vegas Review-Journal @bizutesfaye
Workers add the finishing touches Tuesday to the Formula One Grand Prix grandstands at the lake in front of Bellagio.

Las Vegas Grand Prix arrives
following massive preparations

of directors voted unan-
imously to spend $19.5
million over three years
to sponsor racing in the
resort corridor.

Today, 548 days later,
hundreds of millions more
have been spent to pave

and prepare infrastructure
for the 3.8-mile course,
race operator Liberty
Media’s $500 million pit
building that serves as

the start and finish line is
ready, thousands of grand-
stand seats, some with

luxury boxes, have been
erected around the course,
and Harry Reid Interna-
tional Airport stands ready
to receive many of the es-
timated 105,000 fans who
will attend race events. Of
the 105,000 fans, 20,000 to
30,000 are expected to be
in grandstands along the
race course during events.

See F1 PREVIEW 16A

Netanyahu rejects calls for cease-fire

Main Gaza hospital powerless as Israeli forces battle Hamas outside

By Wafaa Shurafa and Bassem Mroue

The Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip —
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
pushed back Saturday against grow-
ing international calls for a cease-fire,
saying Israel’s battle to crush Gaza’s
ruling Hamas terrorists will continue

with “full force”

A cease-fire would be possible only
if all 239 hostages held by militants in
Gaza are released, Netanyahu said in

a televised address.

See ISRAEL 23A

PECOS ESTATE

Gorgeous home with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths and over 2100 sq.ft.
Living room with vaulted ceilings and formal dining. Kitchen has
Corian counters, breakfast bar, nook, & pantry. Separate family
room with a wet bar & cozy fireplace. Spacious primary bedroom &
bath with custom sunken tub. RV parking and a 3 car garage. NO
HOA fees. 5500 Ramillete Rd, Las Vegas.
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Abir Sultan The Associated Press
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said a cease-
fire would be possible if all hostages are released.

More on Israel

A Las Vegas rabbi and
temple donated an
ambulance to Israel after
raising $250,000 in two
weeks. 23A

Nevada Senator Jacky
Rosen recounts the
alleged antisemitic
threats that were made
against her. 1B

In Viewpoints: A
commentator describes
viewing “highly sensitive
footage from the horrific
Oct. 7 Hamas attack.” 1E
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room rate is expected to be and the final

well over the current 2023
average of $180.50 a night.

But through all of the
criticisms, events remain on
track.

Event schedule

The event begins Wednes-
day with pre-race opening
ceremonies for main grand-
stand and skybox ticket
holders at 7:30 p.m. (gates
open at 5) followed by the
first full day of races with cir-
cuit events and two practice
sessions on Thursday with
gates opening at 6 p.m. and
the first practice session from
8:30 to 9:30, and the second
from midnight to 1 a.m.

On Friday, for the third
practice session, gates open
at 6 p.m., practice is from
8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and then
the crucial qualifying runs
for drivers — to be among
those making it to the final —
is from midnight to 1 a.m.

Saturday is Grand Prix race
day, with the luxury Paddock
Club opening for partiers at
5 p.m. and other gates at 6,
then a driver parade at 7:50
p-m. and the final race begin-
ning at 10.

Steve Hill, the LVCVA
president and CEO who
coordinated efforts to bring
F1 to Las Vegas in 2022, is ex-
pected to be watching events
with LVCVA customers at
the Harmon Corner viewing
area.

From the start, Hill has
viewed the F1 eventas a
means to expose Las Vegas to
a different audience, which is
why he urged spending $6.5
million a year for three years
to bring it here.

The LVCVA added to the
investment in April, agreeing
to spend $7 million for race
tickets. Many of those were
resold to resort companies

needing ticket inventory,
but some were reserved for
LVCVA trade show custom-
ers such as CES, the National
Association of Broadcasters
and the Specialty Equip-
ment Market Association

to demonstrate how Las
Vegas can stage a massive
megaevent and encourage
more big shows from their
colleagues.

Long-term commitment

While the formal commit-
ment to F1 is for three years,
Hill envisions it enduring
well beyond 2025, filling an
annual hole that has been
on the city’s events calendar.

Hill was encouraged that
Liberty Media invested in
Las Vegas with its paddock
building just off Koval Lane
that can be used as a meet-
ing venue when F1 isn’t
using it.

The F1 circuit also in-
cludes a spin around the
Sphere, which also has its
own grandstands and will
become a new marketing
conduit. Sphere officials have
promised there will be an

F1 takeover of the building’s
exosphere assuring that eye-
balls and social media will
see race imagery in the week
leading up to events.

That means people in
planes flying into Las Vegas
— and there are expected
to be more than 400 private
planes coming to the city in
addition to nearly 600 aver-
age daily commercial flights
— may see F1 on display.

As is the case for any ma-
jor special event, safety and
security will be top of mind.

“We're planning for this
like it’s New Year’s Eve,”
Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment Undersheriff Andrew
Walsh said during a recent
news conference. “I think
that’s the best way to look
at it. The number of visitors
that will be here is compa-
rable to that, so that’s what
we're planning for”

Metro police “will have a
large presence both inside
the track and outside the
track” and have a liaison pro-
vided by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security “in
case we need anything from

our federal partners” to help
with security, Walsh said.

Traffic closures

Traffic closures will be
enforced on parts of Las Ve-
gas Boulevard, Koval Lane,
Harmon Avenue and Sands
Avenue from Thursday to
Saturday beginning each
day at 5 p.m. with a “hard
closure” at 7 and the roads
reopening at around 6 a.m.
the next day, “contingent on
how fast the crews can clear
the circuits,” he said.

The Federal Aviation
Administration has imple-
mented a temporary “no
drone zone” over the track
area and those trying to fly
drones, perhaps to get an
overhead view of the event,
face a $30,000 fine and pos-
sible criminal prosecution,
Walsh said.

The Clark County Fire De-
partment and its emergency
management division, the
Regional Transportation
Commission and the Neva-
da Department of Transpor-
tation have been working for
months on plans to ensure

race beginning
at 10.

Bizuayehu Tesfaye
Las Vegas
Review-Journal
@bizutesfaye

safety during the event, said
Jim Gibson, chairman of the
Clark County Commission.

The Fire Department will
link up with local ambu-
lance companies to form
emergency medical service
teams along the track, and
firefighters will be deployed
on the track circuit during
the title race to respond to
emergencies, Gibson said.

So all the planning is done
and everything is ready for
racing.

“As we sit on the eve of
F1 week in Las Vegas, it’s
exciting to finally see this
megaevent come together,”
Bussmann said. “It’s great
for the destination in terms
of customer base, exposure
at an international level, and
the revenue generation for
the city. Very few events can
compete with an event like
F1, and it will be good in the
years to come for the desti-
nation.”

Contact Richard N. Velotta
at rvelotta@reviewjournal.
com or 702-477-3893. Follow
@RickVelotta on X.
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